
Macon County R-I Board of Education Meeting Minutes 

Regular Session March 10, 2011 

 
The Macon County R-I Board of Education met in regular session on Thursday, March 10, 2011, 

at 6 p.m. in Conference Room 115. Board members present were Jim Rehard, Toni Riekeberg, 

Tammy Gibson, Byron Freeman, Allison Rowland, Brent Bernhardt, and Danny Orbin.  

Administration present was Superintendent Debbie Livingston, Assistant Superintendant Terry 

Russell, Principal Dwight Tietsort, Principal Ernest Motley, Principal Dustin Fanning, Assistant 

Principal Stacy Quinn, and CTE Director Pam Wilgus.  

President Rowland welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked all to stand and join her in the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  Mrs. Rowland acknowledged that the art on display in the Conference 

Room was from students in kindergarten through fourth grade. 

 

President Rowland asked if anyone had any items to pull or add to the agenda.  There being 

none, a motion was made by Toni Riekeberg, seconded by Tammy Gibson and passed 

unanimously to approve the agenda.  

 

Presentations 

Bill Mayes with the Macon Coca-Cola Bottling Company presented a check for $30,000 to the 

school in appreciation of the business Coke has received from the school district over the past 

several decades. 

A motion was made by Byron Freeman, seconded by Jim Rehard and passed unanimously to 

approve the consent agenda.  The consent agenda consisted of: 

A. Approval of February 10, 2011 minutes. 

B. Approval of monthly bills. 

C. March payroll. 

D. Approval of student activities expenditures report. 

E. Utilities comparison report. 

F.         Approval of revision to policy IGBCA.               

G.        Approval of building trades home request for bids.  

H.        Approval of food service inspections. 

 I.          Approval of CDA Grant application for 2011-2012. 

 

Superintendent’s/Administrators’ Report to the Board 

The MSBA monthly video report was viewed by the Board.  Topics addressed included the 

continuing budget crisis of the state, the MSBA Spring Regional Meetings, and a reminder for 

Boards to choose their MSBA delegates.  Toni Riekeberg has been the delegate from Macon R-I.  

Mrs. Riekeberg stated that if she is not re-elected, she will have information to pass on to the 

incoming delegate.  

Mrs. Livingston shared a letter from DESE informing Macon County R-I that the State Board of 

Education had granted a request from Marceline to change their area school designation from 

Macon Area Career and Technical Education Center to the Brookfield Area Career Center, 

effective with the beginning of the 2011-2012 school year. 
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Mrs. Wilgus reported that sophomore recruitment, with over 300 students attending, had been 

held the previous day (March 9).  Students currently enrolled in classes were commended for the 

presentations made to the visitors.  Mrs. Wilgus is anticipating an increase in enrollment next 

year and is expecting more definite enrollment numbers on April 1 or 2.  She also told the Board 

that the classes in the Career Center have been reviewing for their TSA’s (Technical Skills 

Assessments) similar to End of Course exams that will be given this spring. 

Mr. Tietsort stated that the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams had ended a good season with both 

teams playing in the district final games.  The annual Freshmen Orientation was held Tuesday 

night with a good attendance.  He announced that this year there will be 33 students honored at 

the academic banquet to be held on March 13.  The basketball banquet will be held in the High 

School Cafeteria on March 17.  Mr. Tietsort also reported that practice for spring sports season 

has begun. 

Mr. Fanning indicated that he would share many things about his building in his annual report to 

be presented later in the agenda.  He discussed plans for professional development on March 21 

and mentioned the first middle school track meet will be held on April 1. 

Mr. Motley also explained that he would be presenting his annual report later in the agenda. He 

did mention that the MAP testing window has been moved back one week due to the inclement 

weather the first of February.  He added that Coach Bowen will be conducting a “hoops for 

hoops” to raise funds that will be used to make improvements to the elementary gym. 

Mr. Russell told the Board that although official notice had not been received of being awarded 

the DNR loan, he had been told Macon County R-I was on the list of approved loans. 

Mrs. Livingston shared information from the most recent legislative bulletin. She talked about   

House Bill 473—Charter Schools legislation and House Bill 628—Teacher Tenure/Performance 

Pay.  She reported that, if passed in its present form, teachers would be placed in one of four 

tiers, per their evaluations.  The bill also addresses salary being linked to performance.  There 

has been some indication that open enrollment has been silenced, at least for now.  Mrs. 

Livingston explained that there will be no legislative action allowing forgiveness for days missed 

the first of February due to inclement weather. 
  

Old Business 
 

Toni Riekeberg made a motion, seconded by Jim Rehard and passed unanimously to approve the 

second reading of the policy GBCC (Staff Cell Phone Use). 

 

Danny Orbin made a motion, seconded by Tammy Gibson and passed unanimously to approve 

the second reading of the policy GBBDA, (Family and Medical Leave). 

 

New Business 

 

The Elementary Curriculum and Programs Evaluation Report was presented by Mr. Motley with 

performance data shared by literacy coach Kim Winkler.  Elementary art instructor Marta Gall 

demonstrated the use of a document camera and shared a slide show of student art work that was 
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being displayed at the State Capitol as part of Youth Art Month.  Mrs. Gall had also displayed 

several examples of student art work. Tammy Gibson made a motion, seconded by Brent 

Bernhardt and passed unanimously to approve the Elementary Curriculum and Programs 

Evaluation Report.   

Mr. Motley left the meeting. 

Mr. Fanning presented the Middle School Curriculum and Programs Evaluation Report.  Middle 

School language arts instructor Heather Durham explained how she makes use of smart response 

(clickers) in her classroom for formative assessments and in preparing students for taking 

multiple choice assessments, similar to what will be experienced on the MAP.  A motion to 

approve the Middle School Curriculum and Programs Evaluation was made by Byron Freeman, 

seconded by Tammy Gibson and passed unanimously.  

Assistant Principal Stacy Quinn presented the ESL Evaluation Report.  Mrs. Quinn explained 

how ESL students are assessed.  Presently Macon R-I does not have any ESL students enrolled. 

A motion to approve the ESL Evaluation Report was made by Jim Rehard, seconded by Toni 

Riekeberg and passed unanimously. 

Mrs. Quinn left the meeting. 

The Co-Curricular/Extra-Curricular Evaluation Report was shared with the Board by Athletic 

Director Pete Claas.  The report contained a list of all clubs and activities that are offered district-

wide along with participation numbers and percentages.  A motion to approve the Co-

Curricular/Extra-Curricular Evaluation Report was made by Brent Bernhardt, seconded by 

Danny Orbin and passed unanimously.   

Toni Riekeberg made a motion to accept the revision to Policy GBH (Staff/Student Relations) as 

presented but with the omission of “5.  Meeting students in non-work settings without the 

parent/guardian being present, even if the parent/guardian grants permission” as a part of “. . . 

professional physical and emotional boundaries are violated include, but are not limited to:”   Jim 

Rehard seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.  

Mrs. Livingston presented the finance reports for approval. A motion was made by Tammy 

Gibson, seconded by Byron Freeman and passed unanimously to approve the finance reports.  

Mr. Jared Wood asked the Board for approval of a baseball fundraiser in association with the 

Macon Baseball Association.  The fundraiser consists of selling advertising to be placed on the 

outfield fence with funds to be used for improvements to the baseball field.  A motion was made 

by Byron Freeman to approve the baseball fundraiser and a separate account be maintained by 

the school for these funds.  Tammy Gibson seconded the motion, and the motion passed with a 

unanimous vote.   

Athletic Director Pete Claas sought permission from the Board for the boys’ basketball team to 

participate in the MFA shootout next year on a Sunday (tentative date, January 29) on the MU 

campus in Columbia.  A motion was made by Jim Rehard, seconded by Tammy Gibson and 
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passed unanimously to allow the boy’s basketball team to participate in the MFA shootout next 

year on a Sunday on the MU campus in Columbia. 

Mrs. Wilgus requested Board approval for career center teachers to apply for enhancement grants 

for the 2011-2012 school year in the areas of auto technology, welding, business technology, 

building trades, graphic arts, and early childhood careers.  Mrs. Wilgus indicated the original 

proposals submitted to her from teachers in these areas had been reduced to stay within the 

budgeted range of the Career Center.  A motion was made by Jim Rehard, seconded by Byron 

Freeman and passed unanimously to approve the applications for enhancement grants for 2011-

2012. 

Mrs. Wilgus also requested that the Board allow her permission to obtain more information on 

Career Center community recruitment.  The Board offered support for Mrs. Wilgus to acquire 

information from other Career Centers that allow adult community members to enroll in day 

classes with high school students, but no further action was taken. 

 

Recognition of Students and Staff 

 

The boys’ and girls’ basketball teams were recognized for an outstanding season, and individual 

players were also recognized for their individual achievements in being named to District, CCC 

and State teams.  The Skills USA, FBLA, and FCCLA students were recognized for their 

accomplishments at competitions as were students who had received Youth Art Honors. 

 

Correspondence/Announcements 

President Rowland read thank you correspondence from Chris Powers, Darin & Melissa Pagliai, 

and Tammy Mears. 

The Board Candidate Forum will be held on March 29, at 6:30 p.m., in the High School 

Cafeteria. 

 

March Meeting Date 

  

The next regular session meeting will be held Thursday, April 14, at 6 p.m. in Conference Room 

115. 

 

Executive Session 

 

Byron Freeman moved that the Macon R-I Board of Education enter into executive session as 

provided by Missouri Law, Section 610.021 (3), (13) for the purpose of discussing personnel, 

specifically employment of certificated and non-certificated personnel.  Macon R-I Board policy 

BDC, Section 3, states that “The Board reserves the right, as provided by law, to conduct closed 

meetings, including any records or votes, to the extent that they relate to:  actions relating to the 

hiring, firing, disciplining or promotion of particular district employees.”; and Section 610.021 

(13) “Individually identifiable personnel records, performance ratings or records pertaining to 

employees or applicants for employment, except that this exemption shall not apply to the 

names, positions, salaries and lengths of service of officers and employees of public agencies 

once they are employed as such, and the names of private sources donating or contributing 
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money to the salary of a chancellor or president at all public colleges and universities in the state 

of Missouri and the amount of money contributed by the source”.  Tammy Gibson seconded the 

motion.  Those voting yea—Jim Rehard, Byron Freeman, Brent Bernhardt, Tammy Gibson, 

Danny Orbin, Toni Riekeberg, and Allison Rowland.  Those voting nay—none.  Motion passed.    

 

Adjournment 

 

The Board returned to regular session at the close of the Executive Session.  A motion to adjourn 

the meeting was made by Tammy Gibson, seconded by Byron Freeman and passed unanimously. 

                 

 

                                                                                                                             

_______________________________ 

Allison Rowland, President 

 

_______________________________ 

Kristin Myers, Secretary 

 


