
MACON COUNTY R-1 BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES 
REGULAR SESSION – THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2004 

 
The Macon County R-I Board of Education met in regular session on Thursday, March 
25, 2004, at 6:00 p.m.  Board members present were Jim Cerva, Allison Rowland, David 
Hamilton, Scott Blodgett, Danny Orbin, Eugene Stueve, and Toni Riekeberg. 
 
President Riekeberg called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone, she then asked 
everybody to stand and join her in the pledge to the flag. 
  
President Riekeberg announced that one patron had signed up for public comments, and 
gave Tom Shively the floor. 
 
Tom Shively announced that he was running for District 8 Representative.  He reported 
that he had taught for thirty years and had great respect for the school boards and wished 
the district well in the upcoming April 6th ballot issue.  He stated that if he got elected he 
would go after every possible funding for education dollars, that he wanted equal 
education for all students. 
 
President Riekeberg thanked Mr. Shively for his comments.  Riekeberg then announced 
that the consent agenda needed to have added under New Business Item (B) Letter’s of 
Resignation of Certified and Non-Certified Staff and asked if there were any other 
additions or changes.  Eugene Stueve asked if Item (I) Approve policy updates from 
Missouri School Boards Association, under the Consent Agenda could be pulled for 
discussion.   
 
A motion was made by Eugene Stueve, seconded by Jim Cerva and passed unanimously 
to approve the amended consent agenda, which consisted of: 

A. Approval of amended agenda. 
B. Minutes of previous meeting. 
C. Attendance report. 
D. Revenue/expenditure comparison. 
E. Treasurer’s report. 
F. Monthly bills. 
G. Approve annual assessment of curriculum, instruction, student progress, etc. 

in the middle school and technology department. 
H. Renew contract with MAXIMUM for special education Medicaid billing. 

 
Eugene Stueve asked for clarification on policy JFG – Contacts by Guardian Ad Litem 
and Court-Appointed Special Advocate.  Dr. Long explained that House Bill 613 
amended state law and now prohibits the Division of Family Services from meeting with 
students at school or at a daycare facility.  The policy change was to reflect the change in 
the law. 
 
A motion was made by Allison Rowland, seconded by Jim Cerva and passed 
unanimously to approve Item (I) Policy updates from Missouri School Boards 
Association. 
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Eugene Stueve also noted that he would like to know if it was against board policy for 
board members to conduct open forum meetings with staff and faculty.  President 
Riekeberg said she would look into the question. 
 
Eugene Stueve also noted that kindergarten roundup was coming in at 100 students and 
that the district might need to add another section for the 2004-2005 school year.  Dr. 
Long stated that typically the district will see an even higher number after the roundup 
was completed and that they were monitoring the situation.  
 
Dr. Long reported that the Proposition C campaign was going well.  He had completed 
approximately forty informational meetings and that the response has been very positive.  
Dr. Long thanked Campaign Chair Allison Rowland and asked for an update from her. 
 
Allison Rowland reported she wanted to thank Danny Orbin, forty-eight yard signs had 
been made and distributed with his help.  Mailers were going out the end of the week.  
The Band Boosters and Education Foundation were running ads in next week’s paper and 
there was an ad running on Macon Cablevision promoting a “Yes” vote for Prop C. 
 
Dr. Long noted that since six school board members had attended the MSBA Regional 
Meeting that the district had received a $250 scholarship to be awarded to a Senior. 
 
Dr. Long reported that each board member was given a ribbon to select their favorite art 
piece at the elementary art show.  To please make their selections the afternoon of Friday, 
April 2. 
 
Dr. Long also reported that Stacy Blodgett was working very hard in planning an Ethic’s 
Workshop.  Students will be placed in various groups with businessmen in the 
community during the workshop.     
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A motion was made by Jim Cerva, seconded by Scott Blodgett and passed unanimously 
to grant permission to the district to apply for the Missouri School-Age Children’s Health 
Services ninth-year continuation grant. The legislature has continued this funding 
because it is a fact that the only professional health care received by many of the children 
is the services they receive from the registered nurses at the school. 
 
Jim Cerva wanted to note for the board to keep in mind when the 21st Century Grant for 
the At Risk Kids Program runs out that to continue the program would be at a cost to the 
district.   
 
A motion was made by Allison Rowland, seconded by Scott Blodgett and passed 
unanimously to regretfully accept the resignation of Karen Arlin, elementary secretary, 
effective May 28, 2004. 
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A motion was made by Danny Orbin, seconded by David Hamilton and passed 
unanimously to regretfully accept the resignation of Pam Huff, middle school art teacher, 
effective at the end of this school year. 
 
A motion was made by Allison Rowland, seconded by Danny Orbin and passed 
unanimously to regretfully accept the request for retirement submitted by Robert 
McCollum, high school science teacher of 30-years, effective at the end of this school 
year. 
 
A motion was made by David Hamilton, seconded by Allison Rowland and passed 
unanimously to regretfully accept the resignation of Kathy Perkins, reading recovery 
teacher, effective at the end of this school year. 
 
Dr. Long recognized the following students and staff: 
District FBLA contest participants and winners. 
 Sponsors: Stacy Blodgett, Ruth Rash, Carol Shipp, and Richelle Shoemaker. 
Student Council recipient of Gold Honor Council award. 
 Sponsor: Suzy Thompson 
Macon Area High Schools Ethical Decision-Making Workshop. 
 Sponsor: Stacey Blodgett. 
American Heart Association’s Jump Rope for Heart event. 
 Sponsor: Pat Martie 
Academic Bowl participants and winners. 
 Sponsor: Susan Kohl 
Clarence Cannon Conference Basketball nominations. 
 Coaches: Dean Lewis and Jeff Belt. 
 
Toni Riekeberg read thank you notes and cards received. Toni also thanked David 
Hamilton for his dedication and year’s of service to the board.   
 
Set the next regular scheduled board meeting for Tuesday, April 27, 2004, at 6:00 p.m. in 
the high school library. 
 
David Hamilton moved that the Macon R-1 Board of Education enter into executive 
session as provided by Missouri Law, Section 610.021, for the purpose of discussing 
personnel, specifically employment of certificated and non-certificated personnel.  
Macon R-1 Board Policy BC, Section 3, states that “The Board reserves the right, as 
provided by law, to conduct closed meetings, including any records or votes, to the extent  
that they relate to: actions relating to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promotion of 
particular district employees.”  Allison Rowland seconded the motion.  Those voting yea 
– Scott Blodgett, Jim Cerva, David Hamilton, Danny Orbin, Allison Rowland, Eugene 
Stueve, and Toni Riekeberg.  Those voting nay- none.  Motion passed. 
 
David Hamilton left the meeting. 
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_____________________________ 
Toni Riekeberg, President 
 
_____________________________ 
Deborah Baker, Secretary 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


