
MACON COUNTY R-1 BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES 
REGULAR SESSION – TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2003 

 
The Macon County R-I Board of Education met in regular session on Thursday, 
September 30, 2003, at 6:00 p.m.  Board members present were Jim Cerva, Allison 
Rowland, Scott Blodgett, Danny Orbin, Eugene Stueve, and Toni Riekeberg.  David 
Hamilton was absent. 
 
President Riekeberg called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.  She noted that 
no one had signed up for public comment and then asked everyone to stand and join her 
in the pledge to the flag. 
 
Dr. Long reported that he did have one item to mention that wasn’t included on the 
agenda, which was a workday scheduled for Saturday, October 18, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  
Allison Rowland was spearheading the day and had asked several different civic 
organizations and patrons of the district to help.  Jeff Roberts was organizing a list of 
jobs.  The goal was to spruce up the campus as much as possible prior to Homecoming. 
 
A motion was made by Jim Cerva, seconded by Scott Blodgett and passed unanimously 
to approve the consent agenda, which consisted of the following items: 

A. Approval of agenda. 
B. Minutes of previous meeting. 
C. Revenue/expenditure comparison. 
D. Treasurer’s report. 
E. Monthly bills. 
F. Comprehensive School Improvement annual assessment reports: 

1. federal program review, 
2. extra-curricular and co-curricular activities. 

G. Request approval of students transported at no additional cost. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Dr. Long asked what the board wished to do regarding the class rank system that had 
been proposed at the last board meeting.  He stated it is still the administration’s 
recommendation that they go with option C, which increases the requirements in math, 
science, and English.  After considerable discussion regarding the affect the change could 
have on the students and scheduling of classes the following motions were made. 
 
A motion was made by Allison Rowland, seconded by Scott Blodgett and passed 
unanimously to leave the existing system of class rank in place. 
 
A motion was made by Danny Orbin, seconded by Allison Rowland and passed 
unanimously that students would be required to attend five hours or more their senior 
year, for the final two semesters of high school, in order to be considered for class rank. 
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A motion was made by Allison Rowland, seconded by Scott Blodgett and passed 
unanimously to honor high achieving students that are not in the top ten in class rank by 
adding a ‘Board Scholar’ for students with a 3.5 or higher GPA award. 
 
Dr. Long asked the board to approve the proposed BOE policy revisions that had been 
presented at the last two months meetings.  The Missouri School Boards Association was 
recommending the multiple revisions to board policies; they consist of clarifications, and 
are not controversial. 
 
A motion was made by Allison Rowland, seconded by Jim Cerva and passed 
unanimously to approve the BOE policy revisions as recommended by Dr. Long and the 
Missouri School Boards Association that had previously been presented. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Dr. Long asked Wendy Carter to speak to the board about her presentation at a tech 
conference in Italy this summer.  Mrs. Carter has been pursuing an advanced degree in 
technology and has represented Macon at several locations during the past year.  Mrs. 
Carter told the board that it had been a wonderful experience and explained how she and 
a colleague had designed a web page to help students learn from the answers that they 
give on tests. 
 
Dr. Long reported that he and several board members had met recently with MSBA 
representatives about a possible tax levy issue.  They suggested that the first step was to 
discuss during an open BOE meeting about the districts’ financial options.  Dr. Long 
stated that the district is facing a financial crisis and that it will only get worse in the next 
few years.  Specifically, the district has $500K in recurring expenses next year that 
exceed current revenues.  He anticipates $150K in increases to insurance and $100K in 
the first elementary project payment.  He said it is also likely that the district will suffer a 
cut of as much as $500K in funding from the state.  This results in a total of $1.25 million 
in excess of the current revenue projections.  The district has three options 1) raise taxes, 
2) cut spending, or 3) spend reserves, or some combination of the three.  Dr. Long will be 
visiting with the staff about the financial condition of the district at their upcoming staff 
meeting the afternoon of October 10th and ask for their input.   
 
Dr. Long also informed the board that a group of school districts were banding together 
to file a lawsuit against the State of Missouri to ask that tax dollars are distributed both 
equitably and adequately.  Dr. Long reported that he would probably make a 
recommendation at the October meeting to join in the lawsuit, he estimated a cost of 
approximately $1,300 to the district.   
 
Toni Riekeberg asked if anyone wanted to volunteer to serve on the Career Ladder 
Committee.  Allison Rowland and Danny Orbin volunteered to serve, which Toni 
accepted and then appointed them to serve on the committee. 
 
Dr. Long recognized the following students and staff: 
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 FFA – Building Our American Communities Project 

Macon High School graduates to receive American FFA degree at the National 
Convention next month: 

a. Jessica Bradley, Class of 2000 
b. Scott Coleman, Class of 2000 
c. Jon Cook, Class of 2001 
d. Richard DeWitt, Class of 2001 
e. Kacie Nelson, Class of 2002 

District choir participants. 
 
President Riekeberg read thank you cards and notes received. 
 
Set the next regular scheduled board meeting date for Thursday, October 30, 2003, at 
6:00 p.m. in the high school library. 
 
A motion was made by Jim Cerva, seconded by Allison Rowland and passed 
unanimously to adjourn.  There was no executive session. 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Toni Riekeberg, President 
 
_____________________________ 
Deborah Baker, Secretary 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


