
MACON COUNTY R-1 BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES 
REGULAR SESSION – THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2003 

 
The Macon County R-I Board of Education met in regular session on Thursday, January 
23, 2003, at 4:00 p.m.  Board members present were Scott Blodgett, Vern Kincheloe, 
Allison Rowland, David Hamilton, Jim Cerva, Toni Riekeberg, and John Walker. 
 
President John Walker called the meeting to order and asked Toni Riekeberg to lead the 
group in the pledge to the flag.    
 
A motion was made by Toni Riekeberg, seconded by Vern Kincheloe and passed 
unanimously to amend the consent agenda by adding under Old Business item (A) 
Amending 2002-2003 School Calendar and under New Business item (B) Resignation of 
Personnel. 
 
A motion was made by Toni Riekeberg, seconded by Jim Cerva and passed unanimously 
to approve the remaining items on the consent agenda, which consisted of, minutes of 
previous meeting, attendance report, revenue/expenditure comparison, treasurer’s report, 
and monthly bills.  
 
Dr. Long reported that the week of January 27-31 is “School Board Recognition Week” 
in honor of school board members throughout the state who unselfishly volunteer their 
personal time and talents to serve as advocates for children, youth, and education.  Dr. 
Long presented each board member with a certificate from the Missouri School Board 
Association and thanked them for their donation of time.  
 
Dr. Long reported that school board candidate filing for the April 8, 2003 board election 
closed at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 21.  Four people have declared their candidacy.  
They are, in order of filing, Larry DeSpain, John Walker, Danny Orbin, and Gene Stueve. 
 
Dr. Long noted that MSBA’s School Board Teleconference is scheduled for February 27, 
2003, from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.  Long reported that all school board candidates had received 
a brochure about the teleconference and were advised that the district would pay the 
registration fees.  Danny Orbin has asked to be registered; but he has not heard from the 
other candidates as of yet. 
 
Dr. Long noted that January 23, 2003 is “Legislative Day” at the Capitol.  This day is 
designated annually as a time when administrators and board members can visit with 
their senators and representatives about educational issues that are scheduled for 
discussion during this legislative session.  Dr. Long is willing to drive one of the school 
vans down, if anyone wants a ride and to let him know if they would like to attend. 
 
Dr. Long reported that as required by the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Act (AHERA), 
every six months the district must conduct a surveillance of the existing asbestos-
containing buildings and materials.  Jeff Roberts has conducted the required surveillance 
and is up-to-date on the district’s responsibilities. 
 
Dr. Long reported that construction of the track is well under way.  The electrical conduit 
is in place on the west end of the track and nearly complete on the east end of the track.  
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The water supply line for the sprinkler system has been lowered an additional two feet, to 
accommodate the work required for the subsurface of the track.  Work on the new 
drainage system will begin shortly, with the actual start date to be determined in part by 
the weather.  Dr. Long stated that one of the issues that has come up is the status of the 
trees that circle the stadium.  Jeff Roberts has suggested leaving the trees in the end zone 
as they are and remove the trees on the north-side of the track and replace them with a 
tree that Van’s Nursery suggest (white-pine) and plant further back.   
  
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Dr. Long reported that the 2002-2003 School Calendar needed to be amended due to an 
early-out day that had been scheduled for April 11th that was now conflicting with the 
Literature Fest that was scheduled for the same day in Kirksville that the district attends.  
A motion was made by Toni Riekeberg, seconded by Allison Rowland and passed 
unanimously to amend the 2002-2003 School Calendar by changing the current early-out 
day of April 11th to be moved back to April 4th as the early-out day.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Dr. Long asked the Board to consider the MSBA updates to board policies that they had 
received in their packets.  A motion was made by Allison Rowland, seconded by Vern 
Kincheloe and passed unanimously to approve the MSBA’s 2002 updates to board 
policies as presented.   
 
A motion was made by David Hamilton, seconded by Toni Riekeberg and passed 
unanimously to accept the decision of Carol Robert’s to retire from her cafeteria position 
at the end of this school year.   
 
A motion was made by David Hamilton, seconded by Jim Cerva and passed unanimously 
to accept the transfer request made by Dianna Weimer from her present position of co-
manager of the cafeteria and return to the position of cook that will be vacated by Carol 
Roberts due to health reasons.   
 
Dr. Long recognized Wessell Abdel-Khader, state trombone player. 
 
Set date for next regular Board meeting for Thursday, February 27, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the high school library. 
 
Toni Riekeberg moved that the Macon R-1 Board of Education enter into executive 
session as provided by Missouri Law, Section 610.021, for the purpose of discussing 
personnel, specifically employment of certificated and non-certificated personnel.   
Macon R-1 Board Policy BC, Section 3, states that “The Board reserves the right, as 
provided by law, to conduct closed meetings, including any records or votes, to the extent  
that they relate to: actions relating to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promotion of 
particular district employees.”  David Hamilton seconded the motion.  Those voting yea –  
Allison Rowland, Jim Cerva, David Hamilton, Toni Riekeberg, Vern Kincheloe, Scott 
Blodgett, and John Walker.  Those voting nay- none.  Motion passed. 
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_____________________________ 
John Walker, President 
 
_____________________________ 
Deborah Baker, Secretary 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


