
MACON COUNTY R-1 BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES 
REGULAR SESSION – THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 2002 

 
 
The Macon County R-I Board of Education met in regular session on Thursday, August 
22, 2002, at 7:00 p.m.  Board members present were David Hamilton, Allison Rowland, 
Jim Cerva, Scott Blodgett, Toni Riekeberg, Vern Kincheloe, and John Walker. 
 
President Walker welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked Toni Riekeberg to lead 
the group in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  
 
A motion was made by Jim Cerva, seconded by Scott Blodgett and passed unanimously 
to approve the consent agenda, which consisted of approval of the agenda, minutes of the 
previous regular session, and the monthly bills. 
 
Dr. Long reported on first-day enrollment count at Macon.  This year’s total count of 
1,308 is up four students compared to last year’s first day count.  An official count will 
be held September 25, when the membership count of students occurs as required by law.  
Long also noted that he had obtained from Tri-County Christian and Immaculate 
Conception Schools enrollment counts.  This year, Tri-County has 45 total students, 
compared to 52 last year; ICS has 62, compared to 61 last year.  Long noted even with 
adding all three schools together the total count is still below the 1,500 students that the 
district had 10-years ago. 
 
Dr. Long commented on his approach to dismissing school for heat.  He stated that he 
would listen for the projected forecast the night before, and if they called for a 95 or 
greater temperature, that he would have an early dismissal.  Long stated he did not intend 
on announcing an early release during the day if at all possible.  
 
Dr. Long reported that the Missouri School Board’s Association (MSBA) Region 3 fall 
meeting is scheduled for Monday evening, September 16, here at the Macon school. 
 
Dr. Long reported that the MASA/MSBA 2002 Missouri Conference on Public Education 
is scheduled for October 26-27 at the Tan-Tar-A Resort in Osage Beach.  Pre-registration 
is due by September 20.  Board members are to check personal calendars and let Dr. 
Long know if they plan to attend. 
 
Dr. Long reported on recent improvements that had been made to the facilities this 
summer.  The roof-top air conditioner in the vocational school was replaced, removal of 
the old asbestos tile and the installation of new tile in the high school, installation of new 
carpeting in the vocational school, and a privacy wall that was constructed between the 
special education office and the middle school computer lab.  Long reported that the air 
conditioner had to be replaced in the Nuts and Bolts facilities, and that the science room 
had lost its air conditioning and would have to be replaced with a unit also. 
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Dr. Long told board members he wanted to work with them to develop a plan for 
additional short- and long- range improvements to the facilities, develop a tentative time 
table to reach these goals, and determine an acceptable level of financial reserves to 
remain after funds are spent on facilities. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Dr. Long requested approval of the 2001-2002 Annual Secretary of the Board Report and 
Application of State Transportation Aid.  A motion was made by Toni Riekeberg, 
seconded by David Hamilton and passed unanimously to approve the 2001-2002 Annual 
Secretary of the Board Report and Application of State Transportation Aid. 
 
A motion was made by David Hamilton, seconded by Jim Cerva and passed unanimously 
to approve the revision made to the band handbook by the band directors to specify an 
annual fee of $25 for the use of a school-owned instrument, and then approved the Macon 
R-I Band Handbook for the new school-year. 
 
Dr. Long asked the board to approve the second reading of the policy first presented last 
month regarding “Reimbursement for Grant Writing”.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Sue Campbell, middle school guidance counselor gave a report to board members, “Goals 
for Guidance and Counseling” that the counselors are working on.  She introduced the 
new elementary guidance counselor Suzanne Truitt.   Future goals of their office are to 
build an active web site where parents and students can access valuable information, and 
perform on-line registration.  They also will be working on a more permanent storage of 
student records.  
 
Dr. Long requested approval of the final operating budget for the 2002-2003 school year.  
Dr. Long reported that it is a deficit budget, projected expenditures exceed anticipated 
revenues by $256,721.94.   A motion was made by David Hamilton, seconded by Toni 
Riekeberg and passed unanimously to approve the final operating budget for the 2002-
2003 school year as presented. 
 
A motion was made by Toni Riekeberg, seconded by Vern Kincheloe and passed 
unanimously to increase the 2002-2003 non-resident tuition charge from $4,700, to 
$4,850, an increase of $150. Per pupil instructional/support costs is $4,886.24 based on 
calculations in the Annual Secretary of the Board Report. 
 
A motion was made by Allison Rowland, seconded by Jim Cerva and passed 
unanimously to approve the request from Macon Youth Football Association to use the 
facilities at Hugh Dunn Stadium for the 5th/6th grade football games.  Pat Quinley has 
provided Evidence of Insurance Certificate for Liability and Sports Accident coverage. 
 
Toni Riekeberg read thank you’s the board had received. 
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Dr. Long recognized the following students and staff: 

Varsity Cheerleaders for their 1st place in regional MSHSAA Regional 
Competition at the AAA Large Varsity Division meet.  
Dawn Shrum, Class of 2000, to receive the American Farmer Degree at the 
National Convention in Louisville, Kentucky, in October. 

 
The next regular scheduled board meeting will be Thursday, September 19, 2002, at 7:00 
p.m. in the high school library.  Board members will be meeting one-hour prior at Dr. 
Longs’ office at 6:00 to do a walk-through of the facilities. 
 
Toni Riekeberg moved that the Macon R-1 Board of Education enter into executive 
session as provided by Missouri Law, Section 610.021, for the purpose of discussing 
personnel, specifically employment of certificated and non-certificated personnel.  
Macon R-1 Board Policy BC, Section 3, states that “The Board reserves the right, as 
provided by law, to conduct closed meetings, including any records or votes, to the extent 
that they relate to: actions relating to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promotion of 
particular district employees.”  David Hamilton seconded the motion.  Those voting yea – 
Vern Kincheloe, Jim Cerva, David Hamilton, Allison Rowland, Scott Blodgett, Toni 
Riekeberg, and John Walker.  Those voting nay- none.  Motion passed. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
John Walker, President 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Deborah Baker, Secretary 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


