
MACON COUNTY R-1 BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES 
REGULAR SESSION – THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2002 

 
The Macon County R-I Board of Education met in regular session on Thursday, February 
28, 2002.  Board members present were Kathy McElwain, John Walker, David Hamilton, 
Jim Cerva, Vern Kincheloe, Toni Riekeberg, and Don Kinkhorst. 
 
President Kathy McElwain called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone and noted 
that no one had signed up for public comment.  President McElwain then introduced Girl 
Scout Troop 505 who led the group in the pledge to the flag.   
 
A motion was made by John Walker, seconded by Jim Cerva and passed unanimously to 
approve the consent agenda, which consisted of, minutes of previous meeting, attendance 
report, revenue/expenditure comparison, treasurer’s report, and monthly bills. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported on the student count that will be submitted to the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  The school is required to count 
students twice each year, on the last Wednesday in September and the last Wednesday in 
January.  The January membership count is 33.05 students less than the September 
membership count.  September 2001 count was 1,278.25 and the January 2002 count is 
1,245.20.  Brown felt this reduction was largely due to the closing of the Toastmaster 
factory and families moving from the area. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported that he and Principal Motley had visited with Gene 
Edwards, Director of Bands regarding new band uniforms.  An expenditure of $25,000 is 
included in this year’s operating budget, which would pay for approximately half the total 
purchase price.  The balance would need to be budgeted in the 2002-2003 operating 
budget.  Brown and Motley instructed Mr. Edwards to solicit three bids for the new 
uniforms. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported that the MSBA Spring Region 3 meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday evening, March 26, at Kirksville R-III Primary School.  The meeting is entitled 
“What’s Happening in J.C. and D.C.: How You Can Make A Difference.”  Board 
members were to let Brown know if they want to be registered. 
 
Superintendent Brown noted that a copy of a page from the MCSA Legislative Bulletin 
regarding HB 1711, which is a formula adjustment bill heard in committee was in their 
board packet.  There is concern that the passage of HB 1711 would result in a different 
distribution of state funds to school districts than the distribution of an equal amount of 
monies through the current formula.  Brown noted that he would be in favor of HB 1711 
if it were fully funded. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported that the district’s property and liability insurer conducted 
a Risk Control Survey of the vocational school on February 7.  They made three 
recommendations for safety-related improvements.  Mr. Brown will respond to the letter 
in 30-days regarding the school’s corrective action. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported that he had visited with Rob Rollings of SBWE 
Architects, it will be approximately three more weeks until the facilities plan is 
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completed.  A tentative date of March 28th has been set for the Facilities Committee to 
meet. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Toni Riekeberg, member of the committee assigned to select a commencement speaker 
for the Class of 2002 reported that an individual had been contacted, but has not returned 
an answer.   
    
A motion was made by Don Kinkhorst, seconded by John Walker and passed 
unanimously to pay $868.00 to Public Entity Risk Managers to exercise a discovery 
period option for the educators’ legal liability insurance.  This would extend the reporting 
period of this coverage for another twelve-months. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported that Principals’ Williams and Nuhn had written a 
Reading Improvement Plan to support Policy IKE regarding Promotion, Acceleration and 
Retention of Students.  This was the first reading of the draft. 
 
Superintendent Brown read the second reading of revision to board policy IKFB 
regarding Graduation Exercises with the addendum worded as follows:  “Current or 
former members of the Macon R-1 Board of Education may present a diploma to his or 
her child during the publicly celebrated graduation exercise.” 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Principal Williams gave his annual assessment report of the Macon Elementary School.  
The report covered curriculum and instruction, extended learning opportunities, 
technology, reading recovery, early literacy, elementary guidance, services for students 
“at risk” of school failure, school climate, community partnerships, MAP and 
performance data. 
 
Superintendent Brown requested the Board’s permission to apply for a Safe-Schools 
Continuation Program Grant.  The grant received has enabled the school to implement an 
alternative program at the Bridges School for students who need to be removed from the 
regular classroom because of violent, abusive, and/or chronically disruptive behavior.  A 
motion was made by John Walker, seconded by Toni Riekeberg and passed unanimously 
to give permission to Brown to apply for the Safe-Schools Continuation Program Grant. 
 
Superintendent Brown asked the Board to move the closing date of school from May 16 
on the calendar to May 21, 2002 as a result of missing school for three days because of 
the recent ice storm.  A motion was made by Toni Riekeberg, seconded by Jim Cerva and 
passed unanimously to move the closing date of school to May 21, 2002 as a result of 
missing school for three days because of the recent ice storm. 
 
Vocational Director Larry Theerman requested the Board’s permission to bid the building 
trade’s project for the next school year.  This is done to explain the procedure to the 
public; bidding of the project has gone very well for the last several years.  A motion was 
made by David Hamilton, seconded by Jim Cerva and passed unanimously to grant 
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permission to Larry Theerman to bid the building trades project for the 2002-2003 school 
year. 
 
Transportation Director Gerald Mansfield had requested bids from the local car 
dealerships for a van.  The district is currently short one vehicle, as the transmission is 
out of the white van.  The van is used for trips outside the regular school day, and to drive 
special education students on a daily basis who are in the work coop program to various 
locations in the community.  Mansfield and Superintendent Brown recommended that the 
Board approve the Bentz GM Country bid of $10,745 on a one-owner 1998 Plymouth 
grand voyager van with 34,000 miles, and a five-year (from date of purchase) or 100,000 
mile Zero deductible extended warranty on the van.  A motion was made by Jim Cerva, 
seconded by Don Kinkhorst and passed unanimously to accept the Bentz GM Country 
bid of $10,745 on the one-owner 1998 Plymouth grand voyager van with 34,000 miles, 
and a five-year or 100,000 mile Zero deductible extended warranty. 
 
A motion was made by John Walker, seconded by Don Kinkhorst and passed 
unanimously to accept the resignation of Susan McRoberts, who teaches middle school 
math, effective at the end of this school year. 
 
A motion was made by Toni Riekeberg, seconded by John Walker and passed 
unanimously to regretfully accept the resignation of Janice Teter, elementary art teacher, 
effective at the end of this school year. 
 
President McElwain appointed Jim Cerva and herself to serve on the CTA Salary 
Committee.  The administration will be working with the faculty salary committee in the 
coming weeks to formulate a salary-improvement recommendation that will be presented 
to the Board this spring. The CTA Salary Committee has met once and wants the Board 
to increase teacher base salary by $1,350 without further discussion.  Superintendent 
Brown is recommending an increase of $400/$500 to $25,000/$25,100 with an agreement 
by the Board to look at how the year ends and what happens in the legislative session; if 
possible, and award additional money at that later date.  The attorney has stated that this 
can be done by including a salary range in the contract; for example, from not less than 
$25,000 to not more than $25,950. 
 
President McElwain appointed John Walker as a delegate and David Hamilton as 
alternate for the MSBA Spring meeting. 
 
A motion was made by John Walker, seconded by David Hamilton and passed 
unanimously to nominate Kathy McElwain as Regional Development Chair for the 
MSBA Spring meeting. 
 
President McElwain read thank you notes and cards received since the last meeting. 
 
Superintendent Brown recognized the following students and staff: 

100% bus inspection – Gerald Mansfield, Director of Transportation, Keith 
Maloney, mechanic, and all bus drivers. 
Special Olympics kids going on to state. 
Math Team. 
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The All Conference Basketball Selections of: 
 Erik VanDelft and Craig Hicks, 1st team 
 Jimmy Sangster, 2nd team 
 Haley Morrisey, Honorable Mention 

Coach Jason Sutherland, Coach of the Year 
 

The next regular scheduled board meeting will be Thursday, March 21, 2002, at 7:00 
p.m. in the high school library.  Also set Wednesday, March 20, 2002, at 6:00 p.m. for 
special interviews with the principal candidates. 
 
John Walker moved that the Macon R-1 Board of Education enter into executive session 
as provided by Missouri Law, Section 610.021, for the purpose of discussing personnel, 
specifically employment of certificated and non-certificated personnel.   
Macon R-1 Board Policy BC, Section 3, states that “The Board reserves the right, as 
provided by law, to conduct closed meetings, including any records or votes, to the extent  
that they relate to: actions relating to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promotion of 
particular district employees.”  Toni Riekeberg seconded the motion.  Those voting yea –  
John Walker, Toni Riekeberg, Jim Cerva, David Hamilton, Vern Kincheloe, Don 
Kinkhorst, and Kathy McElwain.  Those voting nay- none.  Motion passed. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Kathy McElwain, President 
 
_____________________________ 
Deborah Baker, Secretary 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


