
MACON COUNTY R-1 BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING MINUTES 
REGULAR SESSION – MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1999 

 
The Macon County R-I Board of Education met in regular session on Monday, December 
20, 1999, at 5:00 p.m.  Board members present were Kathy McElwain, John Walker, 
David Hamilton, Jim Cerva, and Don Kinkhorst. 
 
President Kathy McElwain called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. 
 
A motion was made by Jim Cerva, seconded by John Walker and passed unanimously to 
amend the consent agenda by pulling out items (d) revenue and expenditure comparison 
for the first five months, and item (e) treasurer’s report of current month accounting 
transactions.  Item (e) was not yet available. 
 
A motion was made by Jim Cerva, seconded by John Walker and passed unanimously to 
accept the minutes of previous meeting, attendance report, and monthly bills.   
 
A motion was made by John Walker, seconded by Don Kinkhorst and passed 
unanimously to approve the revenue and expenditure comparison for the first five months 
of the 1999-2000 school year to the first five months of the 1998-99 school year.  It was 
noted that the revenues were down $173,077.90 from a year ago. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported that candidate filing for the school board election on 
April 4, 2000 begins tomorrow, December 21, 1999 and runs through Tuesday, January 
18, 2000.  Candidates may file in his office during normal office hours.     
 
Superintendent Brown reported that the week of January 24-30, 2000 has been designated 
School Board Recognition Week.  Plans are being made to recognize board members in 
various ways during that week, possibly during one night of the Macon Basketball 
Tournament.   
 
Toni Riekeberg entered the meeting. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported that the Missouri School Boards Association’s annual 
Board Candidate Teleconference is scheduled for February 24, 2000.  The site located 
nearest is Macon County R-IV School District in New Cambria.  The conference is 
scheduled for 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported that a study on the equity of the revised Foundation 
Formula that was adopted by the General Assembly as part of the Outstanding Schools 
Act of 1993 was recently released by the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education.  According to the report, “The formula used to finance Missouri’s public 
schools, revised by the legislature in 1993, has produced ‘substantial progress’ in making 
the funding system more equitable for children and school districts, state education 
officials said today.”  The report continues, “The revised funding formula for Missouri 
schools is not perfect, but it is working the way the legislature intended, and it has done a  
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great deal to reduce disparities both in funding and educational opportunities across the 
state.”  The new funding formula was designed to equalize access to revenue, through a 
combination of state and local funds, for each pupil.  This is measured by the amount of 
revenue that is generated per pupil by each penny of local tax rate.   
 
Superintendent Brown noted that Macon R-I School’s current operating levy of $3.09 
remains lower than the 1997-98 mean operating levy of $3.21.  Likewise, the school 
district’s revenue per pupil per penny is less than the average, as is the amount of revenue 
(local and state) generated per pupil. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported that the food service program underwent a 
comprehensive administrative review by state department personnel last Wednesday and 
Thursday.  The evaluation included an inspection of free and reduced meal applications, 
direct certification procedures, verification procedures, meal counting and claiming 
procedures – participation records, on-site school review documentation, 
income/expense/food service account records, nutrition plan, donated foods, and 
sanitation.   
 
Overall, the review was positive.  The DESE representative was highly complimentary of 
all the food service staff.  There were some minor concerns regarding the counting of 
“free” meals.  As a result of the evaluation the school has learned that the Microcheck 
cash registers used in the cafeterias are incorrectly counting the number of free meals.  
The school will be submitting corrected information to DESE next week after Mrs. Burke 
completes her re-counting of free meals served.  A Microcheck representative is 
scheduled to visit the school on January 6th to give a recommendation on what needs to 
be done with the machines. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported the school had received a letter from MASA regarding 
concerns that have risen with the suggested state model for Performance Based Teacher 
Evaluations that were released earlier this fall by DESE.  The letter encourages school 
districts to delay adoption of the new PBTE model until the district has had an 
opportunity to consider the forthcoming recommendations from a committee organized to 
study the PBTE model. 
 
Superintendent Brown noted also the school received a letter from the Missouri 
Partnership for Outstanding Schools regarding their release of a “Public Education 
Report” that will compare student achievement results from Missouri’s 524 public school 
districts.  The report is scheduled to be released February 9, 2000.  The Partnership’s goal 
is to “satisfy Missouri parents and businesses seeking performance information and 
encourage public participation and change in school districts.”  Their goal is to “avoid 
labeling and report easy-to-read-but reliable and scientific-public information.” 
 
Superintendent Brown read a letter received from Sarah Hartung concerning no JV 
cheerleading program.  After discussion Superintendent Brown will ask Suzie Thompson 
and Walt Thompson to look at this possibility and make a proposal to the board. 
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Superintendent Brown announced that the varsity basketball squads will be participating 
in the South Shelby Invitational Basketball Tournament scheduled for January 3-8, 2000. 
 
Superintendent Brown announced that the 22nd Annual Macon Invitational Basketball 
Tournament is scheduled for January 17-22, 2000. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Superintendent Brown reported on the letter received from Bill Daley, Director of Special 
Education Grants for DESE.  During the 1998-99 school year, the school’s fiscal effort 
decreased by $53,131.  As a result, the school was required to submit a letter of 
justification for the decrease.  The decrease was caused by decrease in the school’s staff.  
These reasons were acceptable as confirmed by the letter and funding under IDEA was 
continued.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Principal Schoenfelt gave a report on the Learn and Serve Grants that the school district 
has received.   
1. Environmental – planting trees and flowers on school grounds. 
2. Intergenerational Project – students work with Loch Haven Nursing Home and also 

the Post Office. 
3. Community School Beautification Project – designing and constructing the Welcome 

to Macon signs. 
4. Weather Station – second grade classes and the middle school students have been 

participating. 
5.  Friends of Library – students been involved with activities at the local library. 
 
Principal Schoenfelt also reported on Goals 2000.   This is money to continue to work on 
curriculum and improve the district’s technology.  He is presently working on model 
guidance to bring to the board at a later date. 
 
Superintendent Schoenfelt gave a report on other grants the school started the year with: 
Here’s Looking at Your Education, which Mr. Pauley was presenting.  
Peace Education/Tar Wars which was being promoted through the 5th grade DARE 
program. 
Project Alert, which was being used in the middle school for drug and substance abuse.  
Also used in health class for aids and sexually transmitted diseases education. 
Character Education, for anti-drug and anti-violence instruction. 
Tiger Pride in the high school, which promotes positive citizenship. 
 
Principal Schoenfelt also reported on the grants that have been applied for: 
Professional development grant in the amount of $8,315. 
Improvement for instructors grant in the amount of $7,328. 
Safe and drug free schools grant in the amount of $7,564.   
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Principal Williams and Nuhn gave a report on the Incentive Grants received in the 
elementary.  All were match-free grants, which totaled $34,905. 
1. At Risk – At Promise submitted by Mary Besgrove for $5,000. 
2. Literature Rich Beginnings submitted by Marilyn Schoonover for $5,000. 
3. Read the Classics submitted by Marilyn Hartung for $4,999. 
4. Living in the Real World submitted by Vicki Richison for $4,947. 
5. Kids on the Move submitted by Joetta Walter for $4,959. 
6. Interactive Books submitted by Jean Dempsey for $5,000. 
7. Ready, Set, Read submitted by Lois Stueve for $5,000. 
 
Superintendent Brown gave a report on the Improving the Quality of Child Care and 
Education Grant submitted by Patricia Knowles that was awarded in the amount of 
$34,769.  The grant provides funds to implement training for the Child Development 
Associate credential for adult and secondary students. 
 
Superintendent Brown gave a report on the Technology Acquisition/Entitlement Grant 
for $26,000.  This will enable the school to purchase more software and hardware and to 
educate our teachers on the newer technology. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported on the V.I.D.E.O. Grant which was cut to $3,300 from 
the original $4,000.  Every district was cut statewide.  With this grant the school will be 
able to repair its’ satellite and also use for VCR repair. 
 
A motion was made by David Hamilton, seconded by Don Kinkhorst and passed 
unanimously to approve the A+ Schools Performance Standards that was reviewed and 
adopted by the Advisory Committee on November 16, 1999. 
 
A motion was made by Jim Cerva, seconded by John Walker, and passed unanimously to 
approve the form submitted by the A+ Advisory Committee for an “Authorization for 
Release of Records.”  This form will enable the staff to obtain necessary information 
from juvenile officials when concerns arise about a student’s eligibility in regard to good 
citizenship. 
 
A motion was made by John Walker, seconded by David Hamilton, and passed 
unanimously to approve Proposal B for the 2000-2001 school year, which was favored by 
both employees and the sending schools.  On this proposal the make-up days would 
extend the scheduled date for the ending of the regular school year beyond May 18, 2001.  
Dates marked as make-up days are May 22-25.  If necessary to add these days beyond the 
ending date of May 18th, personnel will be reimbursed. 
 
A motion was made by Jim Cerva, seconded by Toni Riekeberg, and passed unanimously 
to accept Larry Theerman and Superintendent Brown’s proposal to leave vocational 
tuition fees at the current $1,200 per student per year. 
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Superintendent Brown gave a report on the “Estimated Expenditures for Vocational 
Enhancement Grants for the 2000-2001 School Year” submitted by Larry Theerman.  
These grants are available with a funding ratio of 75% by the state and 25% by the 
district.   
 
A motion was made by Don Kinkhorst, seconded by John Walker and passed 
unanimously to grant permission for Larry Theerman to apply for the vocational 
enhancement grants in the amount of $141,063.37 for the 2000-2001 school year. 
 
Superintendent Brown reported that the school district’s comprehensive insurance 
package is due on January 1, 2000.  Last year the insurance was bid and the district’s 
current carrier Public Entity Risk Managers (PERM) was considerably less.  
Superintendent Brown recommended staying with PERM this year, as it is only required 
to bid the insurance coverage at least every six years. 
 
A motion was made by Jim Cerva, seconded by Toni Riekeberg and passed with a vote of 
5-1 to renew the district’s insurance coverage that is due January 1, 2000 with Public 
Entity Risk Managers.  David Hamilton abstained from the vote. 
 
Superintendent Brown recognized the following students and staff: 
All-district football team selections of Porter Baldwin, Tim Ulhorn, Erik VanDelft, and 
Craig Hicks. 
Dorothy Henry for her 33-½ years of loyal service in food services.  A plaque will be 
presented to her. 
  
The next regular scheduled board meeting will be Thursday, January 20, 2000, at 5:00 
p.m. in the high school library. 
 
John Walker moved that the Macon R-1 Board of Education enter into executive session 
as provided by Missouri Law, Section 610.021, for the purpose of discussing personnel, 
specifically employment of certificated and non-certificated personnel.   
Macon R-1 Board Policy BC, Section 3, states that “The Board reserves the right, as 
provided by law, to conduct closed meetings, including any records or votes, to the extent 
that they relate to: actions relating to the hiring, firing, disciplining or promotion of 
particular district employees.”  David Hamilton seconded the motion.  Those voting yea – 
John Walker, Jim Cerva, David Hamilton, Toni Riekeberg, Don Kinkhorst, and Kathy 
McElwain.  Those voting nay- none.  Motion passed. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Kathy McElwain, President 
 
_____________________________ 
Deborah Baker, Secretary 
 




