
Having school age children entitles you too many 
fun things any normal adult couldn’t do. Like stay-
ing in your pajamas late on Saturday morning to 
eat cereal and watching movies with your young 
child each night after work. In those many mornings 
and late nights of watching 
countless cartoons and Dis-
ney animated movies I’m 
sure you’ve caught a 
glimpse of, or repeatedly 
watched, Happy Feet, 
March of the Penguins, or 
maybe Surf’s Up. All these 
movies have on thing in 
common…Penguins; the 
small, cute and fuzzy ani-
mal that roams the waters 
of our earth. However, as fun and happy-go-lucky 
as this little animal’s life may seem it is not…The 
ice and cold waters that the Emperor Penguin lives 
on are quickly fading away, pushing them to ex-

tinction at a rapid pace. Its’ environment is dis-
appearing quicker than the bird is able to 
evolve. In order to avoid extinction by the end of 
century the bird needs to quickly find ways of 
evolution. It is estimated that there will be 400 or 

less breeding birds by the end 
of this century. We can aid in 
stopping this rapid decline of 
animals in our world by taking a 
few steps to “Go Green,” as the 
popular saying goes. Take a few 
extra steps to school or work if 
you live close, ride a bike in sum-
mer, use less aerosol cans, and 
recycle! Pollution in our world is 
a rapidly growing problem, 
causing such things as our Pen-

guin Problem! To enjoy our world, and the things 
it has in it for a long time to come, these are the 
few and simple things we can do to preserve it.  

This year in the Big Buck and 
Big Doe contest we did not 
have very many entries but 
what we did have were very 
nice. The first place buck will 
receive a $50 gift certifi-
cate, second place will re-
ceive $25 gift certificate, 
and the first place doe will 
receive a gift certificate all 

to Sportsmen’s Corner. We 
only had three entries, two 
bucks, and one doe. The 1st 
place buck went to Tyler 
Shoemaker scoring 155.5 
inches, and 2nd place went to 
Alyssa Biegel scoring 152.87 
inches. The 1st place doe 
went to Kyle Roberts weigh-
ing in at 130 pounds. I would 

like to thank all the partici-
pants that were in the contest 
this year and I hope we 
have as many if not more 
next year.  
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Penguin Problem 
By: Brittany Bradshaw 

Big Buck Big Doe  
By: Joseph Lolli 
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“The energy 

drink business 

accounts for 

$3 billion in 

sales in the 

United States 

alone!” 

Monster, Amp, Full Throttle, 
No Fear, Omega, Rockstar, 
and Red Bull. More than 
likely you have heard all of 
these before, and there is a 
95% chance you have at 
least tried one of them. 
There are over 250 differ-
ent types of energy drinks 
the public can choose from. 
In 2007, consumers 
drank 14.7 billion gal-
lons of carbonated 
soda, 8.7 billions gal-
lons of water, and 313 
million gallons of en-
ergy drinks. The energy 
drink business accounts 
for $3 billion in sales in 
the United States alone! 
Did you know that the 
intended audience for 
energy drinks are 
adults? That means en-
ergy drinks are meant for 
people ages 21 and over, 
yet 30 percent of kids 

aged 12-24 say they drink 
Red Bull, Amp, Rockstar and 
the like regularly. On De-
cember 19, 2008, Ben 
Jacobsen drank his first high 
caffeine energy drink. After 
about 20 minutes he ex-
perienced strong chest 
pains, nausea, sweating, 
and heart palpitations… it 

can’t be good for you, 
right? Did you know that 
there are 38 milligrams of 

caffeine in a 12-ounce 
serving of Pepsi or Coca-
Cola? In that exact same 
serving there are 107 milli-
grams of caffeine in Amp, 
120 in Monster, 116 in Red 
Bull, and 428 in Spike 
Shooter!!! More and more 
teenagers every day are 
being reported for emer-
gency room visits due to 
abnormal heart rate, heart 
palpitations, and other 
health issues. Many of to-
day’s teens suffer from caf-
feine intoxication, which is 
now recognized as a medi-
cal condition, and can be 
fatal. Studies have shown 
that drinking high caffeine 
drinks are not bad for you, 
if used according to the 
label. Therefore, make sure 
that you are reading the 
labels! It might save your 
life! 

270. During this period the 
Roman Emperor Claudius II 
prohibited marriage of 
young couples. Claudius 
said that bachelors made 
better solders. Valentine 
preformed marriage cere-
monies in secret and was 
eventually caught and 
executed. 
The tradition of giving 
cards or valentines was 
started in the 18th century 
in England. Valentine’s 

Valentine’s Day began 
back in the days of the 
Romans. This holiday was 
first called the festival of 
Lupercalia on February 
15, and survived until 
Christian times. Pope Ge-
lasius eventually moved 
the festival to February 14 
and renamed it Valentine’s 
Day. So, who is this myste-
rious St. Valentine? Schol-
ars believe that he was a 
Priest around the year 

Day spread to America in 
1850. Esther A. Howland 
was the first person to be-
gin mass producing valen-
tines. Today valentine 
cards account for about 
25% of cards sent each 
year. 
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Energy Drinks….A New Drug? 
By: Kallie Seiner 

Valentines Day History 
By: Kegan Arnold 



Student Teacher  -  Mr. Allen 
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Mr. Allen is from Hawk Point, 
Missouri, which is a small town 
between Troy and Warrenton. 
He attended Troy Buchanan 
High School and was involved 
in many high school activities. 
He comes from a large family 
of three brothers and two sis-
ters. His family is in the auction 
business and has a cow/calf, 
equine, and poultry production 
operation. In high school, he 
was heavily involved in the FFA 

organization. He was his chap-
ter 1st Vice President, Area IV 
FFA President, and had the 
privilege to represent the Mis-
souri FFA Association as Area 
IV FFA State Vice President. 
Mr. Allen was top fruit seller 
each year at the Troy FFA and 
had the opportunity to travel 
to FFA Camp for four years. In 
college, Mr. Allen is now a 
senior majoring in Agricultural 
Education and is involved on 

campus. He served as Tri
-Director of CAFNR 
Week, Agricultural Edu-
cation Society meals 
chair, and member of 
the Block & Bridle Club. 
After student teaching, 
Mr. Allen is weighing his 
options of working in the 
Agricultural industry or a 
career in Agricultural 
Education. 

food and spend the next day 
or so on the couch, we don’t 
want you becoming obese or 
have a heart attack.  Violence 
is also a issue I’ve noticed dur-
ing Super Bowl Sunday.  Con-

flicts between fans often result 
in physical violence or batter-
ing of the television.  1.5 mil-
lion TV sets are sold during the 
week leading up to Super Bowl 
and I bet at LEAST 75,000 

televisions will be destroyed 
out of rage due to a fumble. 
Another completely random 
danger of the Super Bowl is 
DOUBLE DIPPING! Think about 
it, you have a HUGE bowl of 

dip and everyone is 
sharing it, taking a bite 
dipping again with all 
their saliva on the 
cracker or chip which 
will now be transferred 
to the dip for YOU to 
dip up and consume.  
Think about all of that 
bacteria being trans-
ferred from ‘them’ to 

you. Delicious isn’t it?  So in 
conclusion, be careful this Su-
per Bowl Sunday, drive safely 

You may not think about it but 
Super Bowl Sunday is a very 
dangerous day!  Seven and a 
half million Parties are held on 
Super Bowl Sunday with 43.9 
million party-goers and is sec-
ond ONLY to Thanks-
giving as the largest 
day of food consump-
tion.  I’m sure you and 
many of your friends 
and family are partak-
ing in the viewing of the 
Super Bowl and I ad-
vise you to do this with 
caution.  The roads are 
going  to be very busy 
which will result in traffic acci-
dents, especially when it be-
comes close to game time and 
everyone is doing their last 
minute party preparations!  Try 
not to over gorge yourself with 

2009 Super bowl 
Steelers vs. Cardinals 

Seven and a half 

million Parties 

are held on Super 

Bowl Sunday 

with 43.9 million 

party-goers and 

is second ONLY 

to Thanksgiving 

as the largest day 

of food 

consumption.” 

Dangers of the Super Bowl! 
By: Stephanie Baker 
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“National FFA 

Week is just 

around the 

corner for all 

the FFA 

Members.”   

National FFA 
Week 2008 

National FFA Week is just 
around the corner for all the 
FFA Members.  Our local 
FFA Week will start with 
Recreation Day February 
21st with fun and games in 
the High School Gym at 2 
p.m.  Sunday, February 22nd 
the FFA Chapter will attend 
church at our President 
Becca White’s church, Mt. 
Zion, starting at 9:30 a.m.  
Monday, February 23rd will 
be our Commodity Day 
where we will be trying and 
enjoying delicious buffalo 
burgers.  The chapter will 
also be dressing like cow-
boys and cowgirls, but re-
member, no hats allowed.  
Tuesday, February 24th will 
be our Camouflage Day 

where all the members will 
dress in camo so they are 
not able to be seen.  That 
evening at 6 p.m. will be 
our Greenhand and Chap-
ter Degree Ceremony.  On 
Wednesday, February 25th 
the chapter will be serving 
breakfast to all the local 
businesses that have been 
involved with or helped the 
FFA at our Businessmen’s 
Breakfast.  This is also the 
day that the members are 
to wear the official dress of 
the FFA.  Thursday, Febru-
ary 26th members are to 
wear their chapter T-shirt 
and if they do so will get to 
eat doughnuts provided by 
the FFA chapter.  Also, we 
will have a guest speaker 

who will be speaking to us 
about the buffalo industry.  
Friday, February 27th will 
be our animal and tractor 
day where a few of the 
members will bring in an 
animal or a tractor for the 
elementary to come down to 
look at and enjoy.  The 
members are going to be 
wearing gumboots and that 
evening we will hold our 
annual barnwarming dance 
from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
where everybody can “get 
down on the farm”!  So I 
encourage everyone to 
come out and enjoy Na-
tional FFA Week with us! 
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Across 
1. A small plot of soil used for 

growing seedlings 

5. Any pesticide used to control, 
deter, or destroy fungi 

6. Unit of measure which is equal to 
43,560 ft. 

7. A farm building used for storage 
hay, grain, farm implements 

Down 
1. Usually, freshwater commercial 

aquaculture; catfish farms are an 
example 

2. Plants living for one year of less 
3. The Stalk of the a flower cluster 
4. 

A farm implement consisting of a 
long handle usually with three of 
four long, curved, sharp-pointed 
tines used in handling loose hay 

See next month’s issue for answers!! 

National FFA Week 
By: Kristin Cook-Voss 



How many Square feet are in an acre? 

What farm animal lives the longest?  

What is the most popular crop in Missouri?  

During what month is national FFA week?  

Are most farms family owned or corporate owned? 

Who was the national FFA President at the first national FFA convention? 

What is a Legume?  

How many stomachs does a cow have?  

What are the FFA colors? 

Who was named the first star farmer? 

Schedule of Events 

Mon Feb 2 FFA Meeting 

Tue Feb 3 FFA Officer Meeting 

Wed Feb 11 Chapter degree applications due 

Greenhand degree applications due 

Fri Feb 13 State Choir applications due in state office 

Wed Feb 18 Proficiency awards due 

Feb 21-27 National FFA Week 

Sat Feb 21 Recreation day  

Sun Feb 22 FFA Sunday Church at Mt Zion Lutheran 

Mon Feb 23 Commodity Day Buffalo 

Tue Feb 24 FFA Officer meeting 

Greenhand and Chapter degree ceremony 

Wed Feb 25 Official Dress Day 

Businessman's Breakfast 

Thur Feb 26 Guest Speaker 

Fri Feb 27 Animal and Tractor Day 

Are You Smarter than a Farmer? 
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Are YOU smarter 
than a farmer?? 

JANUARY 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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“The first strands of 

salmonella were 

traced back to 

peanut butter sold 

by King Nut 

Company and made 

by the Peanut 

Corporation of 

America.”  

Peanut Butter Jelly 
Time! 

Salmonella outbreaks 
have been on the rise in 
the United States, infect-
ing about 425 people 
since it began early Sep-
tember. The first strands 
of salmonella were 
traced back to peanut 
butter sold by King Nut 
Company and made by 
the Peanut Corporation 
of America. The peanut 
butter is currently being 
recalled, although it is not 
likely that this product 
alone spread the salmo-
nella. This peanut butter 
is only distributed to 7 
states, whereas the sal-
monella poisoning has 

been identified in 43 
states. If you’re worried 
about becoming infected 
with salmonella yourself, 
don’t give up on peanut 
butter just yet! The Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention have 
found no trace of harmful 
bacteria in name brand 
peanut butter sold at 
grocery stores. 

The same cannot be said 
for Austin and Keebler 
branded products. Sal-
monella has tainted 
toasted peanut butter 
sandwich crackers, pea-
nut butter and jelly sand-
wich crackers, cheese and 

peanut butter sandwich 
crackers, and peanut but-
ter-chocolate sandwich 
crackers produced by the 
Kellogg Company. Al-
though there have been 
no complaints of salmo-
nella poisoning associ-
ated with these sandwich 
crackers, Kellogg is tak-
ing no chances. These 
products are being re-
called from retail stores 
and held in inventory until 
investigations deem they 
are safe to eat again. 

 

 

Why was the 
baby ant 
confused? 

 

 

All his uncles 
were ants 

Ha! Ha! Ha! 
Jokes Sec-

tion 

A G R I N E W S - M O N T H L Y  

Salmonella Scare 
By: Karen Grauel 

What kinds of 
stones are never 
found in the 
ocean? 

 

 

 

Dry 

What do sea 
monsters eat? 

 

 

 

Fish and ships 



February Birthdays! 
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 Stephanie Baker 2/12 

 Cassie Gast 2/2 

 Ethan Pettig 2/15 

 Ryan Claypoole 2/10 

 Tyler Shoemaker 2/10 

 Chris White 2/25 

 Reeann Linsley 2/17  

        Erin McLain 2/11 

~February Facts and Horoscope~ 

“Happy 

Birthday 

to you! 

Happy 

Birthday 

to you!” 

- 73% of Valentine Day flowers are bought by men, whereas women buy 
only 23% of Valentine flowers.  

 

- Around 3% of pet owners prefer to give Valentine gifts to their pets, as 
they are more grateful than humans!  

 

- Every year around 1 billion Valentine cards are sent across. After Christmas 
it’s a single largest seasonal card-sending occasion.  

Aquarius (Jan 20– Feb 18): You don’t need an M.B.A. to see that 
our whole economy depends on the price of oil. What is surprising, 
however, is how deeply that is impacting the private comfort level 
of little old you. Astrologically speaking, the direct motion of Ura-

nus in your solar 2nd house represents a global financial cycle 
that—horror of horrors—outweighs your ability to control the flow 
of prosperity. Know this, though: with Chiron right smack in the mid-
dle of your sign, you can be richer than Bill Gates as long as you 

stay healthy. 
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Check us out online! 

The National FFA Organization is dedicated to making 
a positive difference in the lives of students by develop-

ing their potential for premier leadership, personal 
growth and career success through agricultural educa-
tion. This organization was founded in 1928, but the 
name was changed in 1988 from Future Farmers of 

America to reflect the expanding career field of agri-
culture. The agricultural science education program is 
built on three core areas: classroom instruction, super-
vised agricultural experiences and student organization 
activities. The FFA motto gives members words to live by 

as they experience opportunities in and out of the or-
ganization. Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to 

Live, Living to Serve. 

 

By: Karen Grauel 

Ag Communications 

“Yes actually, we always look this good!” 

Answers to: Are You Smarter than a Farmer?  

3,560 square feet in an acre; The horse; Soybeans; February; Family owned; 
Leslie Applegate; A plant that fixes its own nitrogen; 4; rumen, omasum, 
abomasum, reticulum; National Blue and Corn Gold; Carlton Patton  


