
the dark, they are green from 
the inside out. They have a 
green tinge in the day light, 

and even there 
internal organs are 
green. It may 
seem like these 
animals are alien 
to the normal 
world, but aside 
from glowing they 
are just like any 
other pig. The pigs 
are mainly used 
for research on 
stem cells and 
disease. In the 

future, they hope to see the 
transgenic pigs mate with 
normal pigs and increase their 
numbers so more research 
can be done. 

So picture this, you’re going 
about your nightly chores on 
the farm when all of a sudden, 
you realize there’s a 
strange glow coming 
from the barn! You 
have no idea what 
this could be, you 
tread softly on your 
way to check it out 
incase it’s like an 
alien invasion or 
something, as you 
near the barn the 
glow gets brighter. 
You fling open the big 
barn doors and there, 
in front of you, is a green, 
glow-in-the-dark PIG! Now, be 
calm, there is a completely 
rational and scientific explana-
tion for this! It all started in 

Taiwan, with a group of scien-
tist, some jellyfish DNA, and 
pig embryos. Glow-in-the-dark 

pigs were created by adding 
genetic material from jellyfish 
into about 256 normal pig 
embryos in eight different 
pigs. Not only do they glow in 

A New Generation of Swine      
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Hornets 
By: Stephanie Baker 

A G R I C U L T U R E  A G R I C U L T U R E  A G R I C U L T U R E  A G R I C U L T U R E  
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UPCOMING  

EVENTS  

• September 19—Class 

Ring Orders Taken 

• September 20—Macon 

FFA Trap shoot 

• S ep t emb e r  2 5—

Homecoming Pep 

Rally & Bonfire @ 8:00 

pm 

• September 26—Senior 

Cap and Gown Meet-

ing 

• September 26—Early 

Dismissal 

• S ep t emb e r  2 6—

Homecoming Parade 

@ 3:00pm 

 

bees that use their sting to 
protect the colony, and re-
sult in death.  Hornets can 
sting repeatedly and do not 
lose their stinger and die.   

Most people consider hor-
nets extremely dangerous 
and highly fear them be-
cause they don’t know that 
in fact hornets are amaz-
ingly peaceful animals, 
even more so than honey 
bees.  Hornets will never 
attack groundlessly outside 
of the nest area.  For most 

people a hornet sting 
represents no special 
danger.   Hornet poison 
is not more toxic than 
bee or wasp poison!  
Hornet poison is not 
intended for use against 
vertebrates alone.  Wasps 
and hornets use their sting 
to kill insect prey, unlike 
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A dairy cow can 
produce 5 gallons of 

ice cream a day. 
 
 

It takes 3,000 cows 
to supply the NFL 

with enough leather 
for a year's supply of 

footballs. 
 
 

In Baltimore, 
Maryland, it is not 

legal to take a lion to 
the movies. 

Continued from page 1 “Hornets….” 

If you do happen to get stung; Cooling the area is soothing, as for bee stings.   In 
exceptional cases hornet stings, like other insect stings, can induce an allergic re-
action, arising from an overactive immune system.  These reactions begin with con-
siderable swelling and redness in the affected area.  In the case of a reaction you 
should see a doctor to be on the safe side.   
The hornet life cycle is basically simple.  The queen finds a suitable nesting place, 
makes a small pedicel from which the nest will be suspended, lays her eggs which 
after five to eight days small larva develop, and during the coming twelve to four-
teen days pass through five larval stages then emerge as a worker.  The queen 
soon becomes nest bound and will never leave the nest again. 
Hornets are attracted to bright lights like moths causing them to become disori-
ented.  As a result, they often crash against window panes sometimes scaring peo-
ple inside.   By turning out the light, however, they are able to rapidly reorient and 
will move on, not causing havoc amongst us.  

walking along a road, and 
he told Jack that he was 
there to collect his soul. So 
Jack asked the Devil if he 
would climb an apple tree 
and retrieve an apple for 
Jack, then Jack would give 

for his drink. Instead of 
paying the bartender, 
Jack pocketed the coin 
with a silver cross, 
knowing the cross 
would prevent the Devil 
from changing back. 
Later on Jack convinced the 
devil that he would only be 
freed if the Devil would not 
take his soul for another ten 
years.  

Ten years later, 
Jack ran into the Devil while 

him his soul. Once 
the Devil climbed into 
the tree Jack took out 
his knife and carved 
a cross into the tree’s 
trunk, therefore the 
Devil was unable to 

come down unless he 
agreed never to take Jack’s 
soul. 

When Jack had 
finally died and went to 
Heaven, St. Peter dis-
missed him at the Golden 

History of the Jack-O-Lantern  

By: Kallie Seiner 

carrying a lantern. The old 
legend of the Jack O’ Lan-
tern is said to be of a Irish 

blacksmith who ran into the 
Devil in a pub on Hallow-
een. The man made a deal 

with the Devil that in 
exchange for one last 
drink, Jack would give 
him his soul. And 
Jack convinced the 
Devil to turn himself 
into a sixpence that 
way Jack would pay 

The term Jack O’ Lantern 
was first used to describe a 
mysterious light that was 
seen only at night. 
When the light would 
be approached it would 
recede out of reach. It 
then appeared in a print 
from 1750 and was 
used to describe a 
night watchman or man 

Random 

Facts 
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Gates because of all of Jack’s 
drinking and trickery. So Jack 
went to Hades but the Devil was 
bound never to steal or take 
Jack’s soul. So Jack had no where 
to go and so the Devil sent Jack 
away to wander alone in the dark, 
with only an ember from the pits of 
Hades, which was placed into a 
turnip.  

So if you are ever wan-
dering out late and night and see 
the recognizable light you will 
know that it is Jack… condemned 
to wander the darkness for all 
eternity. 

What has six 

legs, four 

shoes, and 

two boots? 

A cowboy 

riding a horse 

Ice Shelves In Arctic Indicate Global Warming 
By: Karen Grauel 

and melting this summer have created a 
new record loss for Arctic ice shelves, and 

more is 
expected 
in the 
near fu-
ture. 
These 
changes 
may be 
irreversi-
ble and 
could 
cause 
rare eco-
systems 

to become extinct. Splitting ice shelves 
will cause ecosystems to separate and 

In early August, a 4,500 year old ice 
shelf separated from Ellesmere Island, 
located in Can-
ada’s northern 
arctic. This 19-
square mile shelf 
is now a grim 
reminder about 
our present cli-
mate and the 
fear of global 
warming. Ice 
shelves, plat-
forms of thick ice 
connected to 
land on the 
ocean’s surface, have begun showing 
signs of warmer temperatures. Cracks 

eventually die out. This is already 
becoming evident in microbial life, 
such as algae, which live on top of 
ice shelves. Drifting ice shelves and 
temperature changes will also 
cause problems for busy shipping 
routes in the Arctic region, and 
stricter requirements may be en-
forced.  
Signs of global warming are begin-
ning to appear all over the world, 
endangering ecosystems and our 
way of life. Perhaps the world will 
heal itself in the future, but for now 
scientists fear the worst.  

What do you 

call a robot 

that looks at 

your answers? 

A copying 

machine 

Why does a 

cow wear a 

bell? 

Because his 

horns don’t 

work 

What’s 

another name 

for a cattle 

rancher? 

Hamburger 

Helper 
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The FFA Motto 
Learning to Do; 

Doing to Learn; 

Earning to Live; 

Living to Serve. 

 

 

 

 

The FFA Mission 
The National FFA Organization is 

dedicated to making a 

positive difference in the lives of young 

people by 

developing their potential for premier 

leadership, 

personal growth and career success 

through agricultural education 

New Member Welcome 
By: Seth Rash 

 

On Tuesday August 26, 2008 the Macon FFA chapter held its New Member Welcome in 
the agriculture education rooms. The officers talked through a slideshow about the basics 
of FFA and how much fun members would have if they joined FFA. The Chapter had a 
drawing for a new FFA jacket along with a scarf or tie. Then Mr. Bachus, the new Voca-
tional Director, talked with the parents present about the new drug policy. Next, they al-
lowed new members to try on jackets and get to know the officers themselves. Lastly, all 
members and guests enjoyed various cookies and punch brought in for snacks.    

FFA Star Member Interview– Becca White 

On Thursday, July 10, 2008, the Macon FFA held their annual Watermelon Bust during the 
Macon County Town and Country Fair. There were fifteen members and five guests that came to 
the bust. While they ate the watermelon, they sat and enjoyed each others company and remi-
nisced about the summer and the County Fair.  

Watermelon Bust 

Q: What is your SAE? 
A: Hereford cow calf production, I feed out a feeder pig and plant and harvest twelve acres 
of soy beans. 
 
Q: What are you most looking forward to this year as an FFA member?  
A: I am looking forward to inspiring new members to get involved.  
 
Q: What is your favorite FFA memory? 
A: It is so hard to pick one, but probably all the fun times I had on the  Parliamentary Pro-
cedure team. 
 
Q: What inspired you to be in FFA? 
A: My family, but especially my father. 
 
Q: What is your favorite color? 
A: Corn Gold....Just kidding! Yellow! 
 
Q: What is your favorite pet’s name? 
A: Veronica 


